
 

 

 

Don’t miss out this time!! 

Attend a free information session for 

Vancouver Island University’s new 

Fundamentals of FOREST Harvesting 

Practices Program 

12 week session starting April 1, 2019 

(This is a tuition free intake) 

Place Date Time Venue 
Port Alberni Tuesday, 

October 23, 
2018 

7 pm Echo Field 
House 

4200 Wood Avenue 

Campbell 
River 

Wednesday, 
October 24, 

2018 

7 pm Coast Hotel 
Cortez Room 
975 Shoppers Row 

Port 
McNeill 

Thursday, 
October 25, 

2018 

1 pm Chilton Arena 
Image Room  
2205 Campbell Way 

Port 
McNeill 

Thursday, 
October 25, 

2018 

7 pm Chilton Arena 
Image Room  
2205 Campbell Way 

Nanaimo  Tuesday, 
October 30, 

2018 

7 pm Building 180 
Room 134 

900 Fifth Street (VIU) 

For more information call 250-740-6227 

or email heo@viu.ca 
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About Vancouver Island University
Vancouver Island University is a comprehensive post-
secondary institution located on beautiful Vancouver Island 
in British Columbia. Our main campus is located in Nanaimo, 
a city of approximately 90,000 people. We have regional 
campuses in Duncan and Powell River, and a campus 
in Parksville. More than 14,000 full-time and part-time 
students are enrolled in academic, applied, career/technical, 
vocational, trades and developmental programs leading to 
certificates, diplomas and degrees.

Vancouver Island University 
900 Fifth Street | Nanaimo, BC V9R 5S5

Switchboard: 250.753.3245 | Toll-free: 1.888.920.2221 
Financial Aid & Awards: 250.740.6423 
Registration Tel: 250.740.6400 | Fax: 250.740.6479

viu.ca

For more information on the Fundamentals of Forest 
Harvesting Practices Program at VIU email heo@viu.

Faculty of Trades & 
Applied Technology

viu.ca/programs/trades-applied-technology

Fundamentals of Forest 
Harvesting Practices Program

How to Apply
The application process is the same as Trades.

Requirements: 19 years of age, completed grade 12, 
successful completion of assessment testing, provide 
personal profile and resume, be physically fit.

You are also required to submit your resume with  
your application. 

Once your application has been received and reviewed,  
you will be contacted to complete an Assessment Tool.  
The Assessment Tool consists of Mathematics,  
Reading Comprehension and Combined Reasoning. 
You will also be contacted to attend a 30 minute interview.  
Shortly thereafter, you will be notified if you have been 
admitted to the program.

For more information go to:  
viu.ca/programs/trades-applied-technology

The information contained in this guide is accurate at the time of printing. 
Vancouver Island University reserves the right to make such changes as 
necessary, including cancellation and adjustment of courses. Sept 2018

YOUR ENTRY TO A CAREER IN FORESTRY

PENDING FINAL APPROVAL



About the Program

The future of the coast forest sector is  

bright and career opportunities in forestry  

look promising. Working in the harvesting sector  

of the forestry industry provides you with the 

opportunity to work outside in some of the  

most beautiful terrain in the world.

By working in a harvesting environment, you 

become an important part of a team tasked  

with moving wood from the hillside to the  

end customer. This can involve roles in road 

building, falling, yarding and transportation.

The Fundamentals of Forest Harvesting 

Practices Program is designed to provide 

students with the foundation skills and 

knowledge required to work safely, productively 

and sustainably in a harvesting environment.

The program content is based on competencies 

identified by the BC Forest Safety Council 

(BCFSC). The competencies were identified  

in consultation with industry subject matter 

experts and include the key skills, knowledge 

and attributes required for entry-level workers  

to have a strong safety philosophy and  

be successful.

Program Outline

The program consists of a combination of classroom and 
hands on training led by an instructor with over 10 years  
of coastal harvesting experience.

Program Content
• Essential employability skills

• Forestry operations in British Columbia

• Safe work practices used in forestry

• Communication in the forestry environment

• Hazards found in the forest environment

• Basic rigging practices and components

• Documentation required in forestry

• Emergency Response Plan and First Aid requirements

• Ergonomics related to the job

• Attributes required in the forestry industry

• Chainsaw operation

• Forestry laws and regulations

• Safe operation of light duty trucks/trailers  
 on resource roads

In addition, students will complete training in:

• WHMIS

• Fall Protection

• S-100 - Fire Suppression and Safety

• Level 1 First Aid with Transportation Endorsement

You will learn to identify and assess hazards, communicate 
and move safely as you set chokers on logs, rig stumps, 
buck logs and work safely around equipment. You will 
leave the program confident and ready for an entry level 
logging position.

During the Fundamentals of Forest Harvesting Practices 
Program, many hours will be spent in the actual logging 
operations in the vicinity of the training facility.

Program Details

Program length: 12 weeks

Start dates: vary

Career Opportunities
Once you have successfully completed the program,  
you will receive a Certificate of Completion from  
Vancouver Island University. This certificate will 
demonstrate to potential employers that you have a solid 
base knowledge of the requirements needed to work 
safely and productively in an entry level logging position.

Once you’re hired, you will continue to learn from your 
peers and receive on-the-job training and mentoring to 
help you become fully competent in a specific position. 
Examples of jobs you can grow into during your career  
in harvesting includes the following:

• BC Forest Safety Qualified Faller

• Truck Driver

• Hook Tender

• Grapple Yarder Operator

• Hoe Chucker

• Choker person

• Heli Logging

• Utility Person

• Rigging/Slinger

• Loader Operator

• Skidder Operator

• Processor Operator
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